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To the Editor: 

Some years ago a farmer was 
admitted to the hospital in San- 
ford, N. C., with a badly mangled 
hand. A few weeks later, after his 
discharge, the surgeon who had 
attended him being in the far- 
mer’s neighborhood, stopped by 
to visit him. The farmer was busy 
at the barn feeding corn into the 
ensilage machine with his one 
good hand. After an exchange of 
pleasantries the surgeon said: 

“Now, just how did you manage 
to injure your hand?”’ 

“Well,” replied the farmer, de- 
monstrating with his good hand, 
“TIT was working with this machine 
and let my hand go too far like 
this,”” whereupon his good hand 
was caught in the machinery and 
mangled as the other hand on the 
former occasion. 

I was reminded of this story as 
told by the surgeon when I read 
your article, The Hole In The 
Dyke, in the 7-9-52 issue of The 
Journal. 

In that article you told how the 
hole in the dyke is made. Then 
you say in effect, ‘‘Like this,’”’ and 
thereupon proceed to make a hole 
in the dyke according to your 
specifications of what a hole in 
the dyke is like and how it is 
made. 

(1) You identify “Verbal” 
with “Plenary” in your paren- 
theses inserted in a quotation 
from Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson. 

(2) In the second sentence of 
the paragraph containing Dr. An- 
derson’s quote you say: “Allow 
man to deny one portion of God’s 
Word and another can claim the 
same right for another portion.” 

(3) Two paragraphs below you 
write: “Aside from certain refer- 
ences to names and numbers, eas- 
ily confused in transcription over 


the ages, they cannot point to any 
errors in the Bible.” In saying 
this you tacitly (if not specific- 
ally) allow yourself “to deny” 
one or another “portion of God’s 
Word,” thereby admitting the 
varbal fallacy of “certain refer- 
ences to names and numbers’ in 
the Holy Scripture. 

(4) This “trickle of unbelief” 
is by your own description the 
hole in the dyke, a “‘denial of the 
plenary” (varbal) “inspiration 
and authority of the Book.”’ You 
have exercised your prerogative 
of “‘accepting or rejecting accord- 
ing to the dictates of** (your) 
“own educational outlook” cer- 
tain, even though minute, por- 
tions of God’s Word and have 
therefore, according to your own 
argument, acceded the same right 
for other portions. 


You close your article with: 
“You dare not participate in 
breaching the dyke!!!” 

Should you not have, in view of 
the content and logic of your art- 
icle, added: “But I do!!!!”’ before 
signing the initials, “L.N.B.?” 


Cordially, 
A. J. McKelway. 


July 16, 1952. 


Your letter of the 14th re- 
ceived and read with considerable 
interest. 


The story of the man who de- 
monstrated how he injured one 
hand, with disastrous results to 
the other, reminds me of one I 
heard recently about a rather 
prominent general surgeon who in 
his younger years also did some 
orthopedic work. He noticed that 
his caddy at the Country Club had 


a badly deformed elbow and ask- 
ed him how it happened. He re- 
plied that he had broken it when a 
boy. The surgeon examined the 
elbow and remarked: “The man 
who fixed that surely left you ina 
mess—who was it?’’ To which the 
caddy replied: “You, Dr. —— .” 

In the editorial to which you 
refer, I did not leave the hole in 
the dyke which you think. I nei- 
ther suggested nor implied that 
either the translators or tran- 
scribers of the Scriptures over 
the years were inspired. Even at 
that, the mistakes which crept 
in through their errors are me- 
chanical and do not invalidate one 
single Christian truth or doctrine. 
You know as well as I do that 
the issue facing the theological 
world is one having to do with the 
historical accuracy and the doc- 
trinal integrity of the Bible and 
that because of the liberty taken 
by many with the Scriptural re- 
cord we find practically every 
Christian doctrine held in ques- 
tion—man sitting in judgment on 
the Word of God rather than in 
all humility letting it judge him. 

The “hole in the dyke’”’ is not 
minor matters having to do with 
possible faulty transcription. Ra- 
ther it is the deliberate denial of 
the Word of God itself. 

—L.N.B. 


Minutes 


Sir: 

If any minister desires his copy 
of the General Assembly Minutes 
sent to a summer address please 
advise me promptly. The volume 
should come from the press be- 
tween August 10th and 15th. 


E. C. Scott, 
Stated Clerk. 
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EDITORIAL 


Authority Or 
Anarchy—WhichP 


It is no more possible to escape authority in the 
religious realm than in any other phase of life. 


The physician accepts the authority of the basic 
sciences and conducts his practice on a knowledge of 
and adherence to them. 


The lawyer recognizes the authority of recog- 
nized legal procedures and the records of decisions 
made by the courts. 


The farmer conducts his work with a recognition 
of certain laws of agriculture which are violated 
only to his own loss, 


In every realm of human activity there is an au- 
thority, a basis of recognized and proved procedure, 
which govern man’s activities. 


Where authority is flouted, and every man does 
that which is good in his own eyes, anarchy results. 


And yet, in the theological world there are those 
who demand that they shall be freed from the au- 
thority by which alone Christianity exists and on 
which it is propagated. 


We have before us a copy of The Presbyterian 
Tribune in which the leading editorial decries au- 
thoritarianism in some of the literature of the 
Church. That which is deplored is that some of this 
literature has not presented a “balanced” viewpoint 
towards the Scriptures but had adhered to the evan- 
gelical, historic position that the portions of the 
Bible in question were true. 


There is a plea to get away from an “infantile 
kind of dependence” and to develop a “mature” re- 
ligion. Loyalty to accepted Scriptural interpreta- 
tion they label “thought control.” 


We would suggest that whether men like it or 
not, God has spoken, and it is not for man to ques- 
tion. As a matter of fact, man escapes from the au- 
thority of God’s Word only to enter the realm of 
theological anarchy. Maturity in the things of God 
and His Word should be the goal of all Christians. 
It is here that we witness the divine paradox: 
“Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 


“But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty.” 


The authority of the Scriptures remains. 
—J..N.B. 


Not Shocked 
Soon Enough! 


A wise spiritual thinker has said: “Our one 
chance against sin is that we be shocked by it.” 


To this we add the two significant words: “soon 
enough.” 


Men are shocked by sin, but the shocking comes 
too late! 


When we saw Japan making havoc at Hongkong 
and Singapore, how the world of free men was 
shocked! When, however, Japan entered Man- 
churia and when they created “The Peiping Inci- 
dent,” we took it in our stride. When Hitler began 
to treat whole races of men like hated animals we 
were shocked profoundly; but at Munich free men 
appeased, betrayed stalwart allies, and went on 
their way whistling. 


Our one chance against sin is to be shocked by it 
soon enough. 


Look at the tall, handsome, modest king, Saul. 
He was God-chosen, and God-guided by Samuel. 
He seemed to have everything that could make for 
royal success. Watch him as he refuses the counsel 
of the prophet and the wooings of David and the 
inner pleadings of the Spirit. He welcomes an evil 
spirit. He turns his back on God. He huddles in a 
witch’s cave, cries for Samuel’s presence, and hears 
only, ‘‘Doom-tomorrow!” from the disturbed pro- 
phet. And on Gilboa he becomes a suicide. 


Shocked? Yes, profoundly, to the very roots of 
his being; but not soon enough! 


Again, and this time it is a broken-hearted old 
king, stumbling up the steps to the room over the 
gate. He has just heard the news of Absolom’s 
death. Absolom was in rebellion against him and 
his kingdom. Absolom is dead. 


Hear David’s heart cry: “O my son Absolom, 
my son, my son Absolom; would God I had died 
for thee, O Absolom, my son, my son!” He would 
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have died for Absolom. That was no hollow dedi- 
cation. But he did not think of the future or of his 
family or his boy, when he looked with letcherous 
eyes on beautiful Bathsheba, another man’s wife, 
and that man a devoted and loyal servant of his 
king and country. And when he plotted and ac- 
complished Uriah’s death he was thinking only of 
his own selfish and sordid pleasures. 


David was shocked, shocked as few men have 
been, but he was shocked too late! 


Just once more and the story is told. It’s a 
ghastly sight! A man who was built for better 
things, yes, the best things, is hanging from a rope 
as he dangles over a cliff. His beard is black and 
matted. His eyes are glazed. His protruding tongue 
is lolling from his mouth. 


As we watch his swaying body suddenly there is 
an ominous cracking sound, the branch breaks and 
his body is mangled amidst the garbage of the city 
below! 


Judas was shocked. 


See him, when his Lord is condemned, furtively 
entering the temple, confessing his traitorous sin to 
the priests with whom he had connived. From them 
comes only bitter cynicism. The thirty pieces of 
silver ring on the temple stones, and he like Saul 
becomes his own executer. 


Never did it enter his covetous mind when he 
first put his hand into the bag of which he was 
treasurer, that that same hand would fit the noose 
around his own neck. 


Never did he think, when he first stole the coins 
with which he was trusted, that one day, for 30 of 
them, he would betray the Lord of Glory and his 
best friend into murderous hands. 


Shocked ? How Judas was shocked! But not soon 
enough. 


Sin’s only purpose is to soil and spoil, is to doom 
and damn immortal souls. Never has it any other 
purpose. And our one chance against sin is to be 
shocked by it—soon enough. —S. McPh. G. 


Meet For The 
Master’s Use 


The challenge to Christian ser: ‘e has never been 
greater than it is today, nor the .ced for the work 
of God’s servants more pressing. in our desire to 
serve and in our enthusiasm to recruit others for 
service let us never lose sight of the fact that God 
can only fully use clean instruments. 


This being the case, committal of one’s life to 
Christ must first be preceded by three things: we 
must be emptied of sin and self in all of their many 
manifestations ; we must be cleansed by the blood of 


4 


Christ; and we must be filled with the Spirit. 


It is said that 95 percent of those who join the 
various bloodless cults and isms of our present time 
come from within the membership of the organized 
Church. Why do they leave? A small number pos- 
sibly from some form of emotional instability, but 
the great majority because they have never been 
converted and they have not been converted because 
they have not heard, or have failed to respond to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


It is equally true that we often find those who 
are undertaking Christian work but who have 
themselves never had an experience of salvation 
from sin—a face to face transaction with the Lord 


Jesus Christ. 


How important it therefore is that as we work 
and as we would recruit others for Christian service 
that we put things in their proper perspective and 
in their proper sequence. 


We must be emptied—cleansed—and filled. 
—L.N.B. 


Your Bodies Are Temples 


Of The Holy Ghost 


Another Word Against 
Cremation 


In the six weeks since the former article com- 
menting on cremation was written three times the 
matter has come into the writer’s purview. A very 
old father left instruction for his body to be cre- 
mated, and according to reports, the only son sor- 
rowfully carried out the instructions. A middle- 
aged doctor passed with such instructions, but his 
widow disregarded them and the writer buried the 
body of the deceased. A phone call came to the 
Shenandoah Church asking that the supply pastor 
officiate at a funeral. The able secretary asked what 
was the deceased’s church connection. The reply 
was that the deceased had little, but some Roman 
Catholic attachment. Then it was added that this 
evidently was not strong as he wanted cremation 
which they did not do. The secretary replied: 
“Well, I don’t think Dr. Robbie will officiate for 
that, either.” He did not. Where this practice is 
developing, perhaps a wise pastor ought to arrange 
with such undertakers as do not cremate to give a 
funeral at a minimum charge to the needy, or else 


have a Church Burial Fund to help such. 


After showing that the early Christians adopted 
the customs of the country when these did not clash 
with their own views, Lietzmann adds: “On the 
other hand, Christians unanimously repudiated cre- 
mation which was customary in the time of the 
early Empire in Rome.” Schaff writes: ““The primi- 
t've Christians always showed a tender care for the 
dead; under a vivid impression of the unbroken 
communion of saints and the future resurrection of 
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the body in glory. For Christianity redeems the 
body as well as the soul and consecrates it a temple 
of the Holy Spirit. Hence the Greek and Roman 
custom of burning the corpse (crematio) was re- 
pugnant to Christian feeling and the sacredness of 


the body.” 


When the pestilence raged in Carthage at the 
time of the persecution under Gallus, the heathen 
threw out their dead and sick upon the streets, ran 
away from them for fear of the contagion, and 
cursed the Christians as the supposed authors of the 
plague. But Cyprian assembled his congregation, 
and exhorted them to love their enemies. Where- 
upon all went to work, the rich with their money, 
the poor with their hands, and rested not until the 
dead were buried, the sick cared for, and the city 
saved from desolation. 


Following the Jewish custom, the Christian 
washed the bodies of the dead, wrapped them in 
linen cloths, sometimes embalmed them, and then, 
in the presence of ministers, relatives and friends, 
with prayer and the singing of psalms, committed 
their deceased bodies as seeds of the Resurrection 
bodies to the bosom of the earth. Generally these 
burials were in sepulchral chambers with square- 
cornered recesses (loculi) in the walls as burial 
places. The corpses were wound in wrappings, with- 
out coffin, and the openings were closed with tiles 
of brick or marble. ‘The Christian catacombs, as 
visible witnesses to the hope of the Resurrection, 
carried their weight with the Roman people. In- 
deed, even Julian the Apostle traced the rapid 
spread and power of Christianity to three causes: 
benevolence, care of the dead, and honesty. 


The Christian custom was sustained by several 
texts from First and Second Corinthians. In oppos- 
ing fornication, the Apostle wrote: “Know ye not 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, which 
is in you, which ye have from God? and ye are not 
vour own; for ye were bought with a price: glorify 
God therefore in your body.” In opposing inter- 
marriage with unbelievers he reminds the Chris- 
tians: ““‘What agreement hath a temple of God with 
idols? for ye are a temple of the living God.” In 
warning against dividing the congregation, he says: 
“Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man 
destroy the temple of God, him shall God destroy ; 
for the temple of God is holy, and such are ye.” In 
the great Resurrection chapter he finds an analogy 
between our sowing seed and having the seed sprout 
into a living body and our burying the dead body 
and looking for its resurrection in incorruption— 
glory—power—a SPIRITUAL body. 


Brethren, weigh these several texts, before you 
exchange the Christian custom of burying or en- 
tombing the bodies that are temples of the Holy 
Ghost for a custom which primitive Christianity 
universally rejected. The graves of the saints are 
sanctified by Christ’s rest in the tomb; and the 
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bodies of believers being still united to Christ do 
rest in their graves until the Resurrection. 


—W.C.R. 


Do Thyself 
No Harm 


When I see the costly and elaborate advertise- 
ments of liquor in the popular magazines and on 
the billboards along the highways, showing how 
‘Men of distinction” drink, and attractive young 
women and well dressed young men enjoying their 
social drink, I sometimes wish that I had several 
million dollars to invest in advertisements showing 
the other side of drinking. Here are some of the 
things | would show: 


| would show a young business man leaving with 
downcast countenance the office of the business or 
firm where he had been discharged because of drink- 
ing. | would show a pile-up of several cars on the 
highway, and the broken bodies of those who had 
been driving in them, dead and dying, because the 
driver had been drinking. I would show men in pro- 
fessional life losing their clients and patients because 
of drinking. | would show a home at the Christmas- 
tide without a tree or present for the children, be- 
cause the father and breadwinner had dissolved his 
wages in drink. 


I would show a hitherto innocent young woman 
seduced into sin and led astray because her com- 
panion had persuaded her to drink. I would show 
the operating room in the hospitals where men who 
had destroyed nature’s organs through drink were 
under the surgeon’s knife. I would show the cells of 
one of the central police stations filled at midnight 
with the maudlin drunkards. I would show the 
ghastly midnight haul of the police patrol wagon. 


I would show the dim, silent, ice-cold chamber at 
the County Morgue where, each in his narrow 
glass-covered box, lie the unclaimed, unknown, or 
unwanted dead. 


I would show the judge on the bench sentencing 
to death the prisoner who had killed when he was 
drunken. And over every saloon, bar, distillery, 
brewery and state liquor store I would post words 
of the Apostle: “Do thyself no harm!” 


Clarence E. McCartney, 
In April, 1952, Expositor. 


Economic Folly— 


Stalin’s Ally 


Without using one single soldier or firing one 
single shot Russia is able to sit back and watch 
America continue on a course which will inevitably 
end in national ruin. 


No individual can continue indefinitely to spend 
more than he or she makes without eventually going 
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into bankruptcy. The same is true for a nation. Our 


national debt has now passed 259 billions. Last ae ; 
_ year this was increased na more than four billions. | The Continuing Church group will ' 

Despite the increasing debt, few Americans are meet in Weaverville August 20 at 10 | 
apparently aware of the slow but sure economic 
tastrophe which is facing the nation. Content to a.m. All interested persons are invited 

-share in subsidies, G. I. bills of rights, federal aid | 
fy and multiplied public works they seem blind to the to attend and have been requested to 
4 fact that they are but aiding in the inevitable dis- 
| aster which lies ahead. notify THE JOURNAL office. 

The moral tone of government and people is so | 
low that appropriation after appropriation is voted | 
and the money accepted and spent without a qualm. (God made him. Consequently, fallen man needs not | 
We have béen living in a fool’s paradise of “‘good merely general truths. He needs God to intervene 
times” because we are living on borrowed money— in a supernatural way and save him. He needs the : 
money which has already halved the savings and the miracle of Christ, the miracle of regeneration by 
value of life insurance policies of tens of millions, the Holy Spirit, the miracle of the Holy Scriptures. ) 
while ~ the nr we have imposed on follow- — For the Christian God is the first presupposition 
ing generations, our children, a debt they may never of all science, and His Word is the primary guide | 
_ | . to enable us to think His thoughts after Him. | 

The hi thing is that billions of dollars are We ask our Christian educators to proclaim with 
being appropriated and which, in effect, buy the — us this duality in scientific thought and to place 
of great blocs of people—people who, unversed themselves and their institutions squarely on the 
the laws of economics, see only the immediate cash side of a truly Christian science. Make this the line 
— their ated and not the inevitable day of of cleavage and of distinction between a Christian 

reckoning. ‘/ college and a secular institution. A vague talk about 


the distinction between Christian and secular edu- 
cation that does not insist on the acceptance of the 
miracles of the Bible in the departments of chem- 
istry and physics, of psychology and history—as 
well as Bible and philosophy—is scarcely playing 
fair with those who have given sacrificially of their 
means to the support of our Christian schools and 


colleges. —Wnm. C. R. 


Why write of these things in a religious journal? 
ti Because national honesty and national solvency is a 
moral issue, just as it is with an individual. The 
chief difference is that a man may be a fool and 
destroy his own future alone. But, with a nation it 
means that the entire economic structure will be 
destroyed, and with it all the people. 


If our present policies continue Stalin will have 
no need to start World War III. 


\ We are doing a good job for him as *¥t is. It’s Clear Now— 
—L.N.B. Or Is ItP 
_ “The arguments against union are not profound. 
. They are clear, simple, childish, sometimes moronic. 
T'wo Sciences They are compounded of selfishness and pride, in- 


ertia and fear.”’ 


Now that D. R. Davies has insisted onthe recog- 


nition of the two humanities, it is in rder to ask Thus Renwick es Kennedy, in an article in T he 
our Christian educators to recognize with Kuyper Christian Century, entitled, “Why Churches Do 
the fact of two sciences. | Not Unite,” characterizes those who take a dim view 
For science is not merely a mirror of natural of the undue emphasis of church union abroad 
phenomena, it is our account, our systematized today. 
knowledge. And in providing the system we read It is perfectly possible that in some rare instances 
into our observations of nature our own pre- the opponents of union might come under the stric- 
suppositions. tures of Mr. Kennedy’s statement, but it is our ob- 


servation that many who have not succumbed to | 
the urge for church union have very clear and valid | 
reasons for viewing the present ecumenical move- | 
ment as a confession of weakness by the Church and 
an escapist desire for “bigness,” whereas the weak- 
ness of present-day Protestantism is found primarily 
For the Christian, on the other hand, man is in its departure from the teaching and preaching of 
fallen by his own will from the high estate in which the evangelical Christian faith, as found in the 


To the non-Christians these are such premises as 
the continuity of natural laws and forces, covering 
all plant and animal life, the universality of evolu- 
tion, no miracles, no fall, a Christ merely within 
the bounds of human possibility. 
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standards of most of the larger denominations, stan- 
dards which take their position and their authority 


from the Word of God itself. 


This opposition is not based in a desire to be 
“against” something. Rather it is a clear realization 
that if Christianity is to have power and to be used 
as it should be used in this desperately sinful and 
needy world it must stand for those Christian 
truths which are the very heart of the Christian 
message. 


The difficulty in Presbyterian circles is that while 
having almost identical Confessions of Faith, there 
are those who demand a degree of liberty in “‘inter- 
preting” these standards which render them open to 
question or denial. 


Again, many also see a total lack of justification 
for the unification of various branches of a denomi- 
nation, just as they see it unwise for several smaller 
Churches in a community to unite into one large 


Church. 


Also, many recognize that differences in adminis- 
trative policies offer little inducement to vote for a 
further centralization of power, particularly when 
such centralization means a submerging of an efh- 
cient and going institution into one much larger, 
and which is unfamiliar with and even antagonistic 
to problems peculiar to one locality or philosophy of 
Christian adjustment. 


It is our conviction that if the energy now being 
spent in promoting church union, and the ecu- 
menical movement in general, was rather being ex- 
pended in testifying to and living the redeeming 
power and grace of Jesus Christ, much more would 
be accomplished in the advancement of God’s 
Kingdom. 


The author quoted in the first paragraph is a 
pastor in the Associated Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. He is obviously disturbed because his own 
denomination voted against union with us. We have 
every reason to believe that had not our own 
Church been at the same time considering union 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church the vote of 
his Church would have been ditferent.—L.N.B. 


Christian Zeal 


A brief study made of some of the rapidly grow 
ing newer sects in the United States revealed that 
along with certain tenets peculiar to one or more of 
them there are characteristics they all have in com- 
mon. It is these qualities common to all that are 
suggested as the secret of their sometimes amazing 
growth. Without attempting to quote the words of 
the survey, here are the characteristics mentioned: 


(1) Enthusiasm—for God, for Christ, for the 
Church, for human souls. (2) Evangelistic zeal. 
(3) Bible-centered preaching. (4) Emphasis on 
emotion in religious experience. (5) Zealous ad- 


JULY 30. 1952 


herence to doctrinal emphasis that they believe to be 
taught in the Scriptures, some of which are grouped 
together by liberal circles under the term, “funda- 
mentalism.” (6) Emphasis on tithing as the min- 
imum method of giving. 


If these things are the reason for the rapid 
growth of these so-called “newer sects,” what has 
happened to the older historic denominations? 
Surely the things listed above are believed by all of 
us! Is it our trouble that we do not believe them 
strongly enough to practice them in our daily lives? 
Or is it that we aré lacking in the first thing in the 
list—enthusiasm in our religion? 


‘What we need,” says one writer as he reviewed 
these findings, ‘is New Testament Christianity.’ If 
he is speaking of the enthusiasm of the early Chris- 
tians, we agree. We believe—most of us at least— 
as they believed ; what we seem to lack is their zeal. 
—The Christian Observer. 


The Sheathed Sword 


Epirn W. Tarr — Monrtreart, N. C. 


QO, Father, here upon the bed 
My sword lies sheathed and still— 
The sword I made to fight for Thee 
That I might do Thy will. 


Teach me to use its shining blade 
To pierce through deep despair, 
That I may see in darkness, 
Thy light still glowing there. 


For it requires more courage, 
More fortitude to be 

This quiet kind of soldier 
That Thou has asked of me. 


Where I[ may hear no stirring call 
To “battle’s fine array,” 

But just this quiet listening 
To know what Thou would say. 


In this, the fight I make each day, 
Oh, give me strength to be 


The soldier of Thy making 
In all my life for Thee. 


(This lovely poem was written by Miss Tait for 
one who has been laid aside from active service by 
an attack of polio. Much of her time is being spent 
in an iron lung. —H.B.D.) 
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Our Young People’s 


Literature 


and 


Programs 


The following overture was presented to the re- 
cent meeting of the General Assembly in Charles- 
ton, W. Va., by the Presbytery of Florida: 


The Presbytery of Florida earnestly over- 
tures the General Assembly to instruct the 
Board of Christian Education to revise our 
Sunday School literature wherever necessary 
to conform more closely to the doctrinal stan- 
dards of our Church, specifically: 

1. To emphasize the authenticity of the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as 
the inspired Word of God and the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. To emphasize the necessity of regenera- 
tion for individual salvation. 

3. To emphasize the centrality of the vi- 
carious atonement of Christ as the only basis 
of justification with God. 

4. To emphasize the prime importance of 
the revelation of God in the Bible rather than 
the materials of His general revelation in na- 
ture. 


This overture was discussed at length on the floor 
of the General Assembly and illustrations were 
given from the Sunday School literature to show 
that some of it was not in keeping with the doc- 
trinal standards of our Church. One of the mem- 
bers of the Board of Christian Education told the 
Assembly that complaints such as these were being 
made each year and pleaded that the Assembly give 
our Board of Christian Education a vote of con- 
fidence and stop continually criticizing it. 
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All will agree that the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation is a large organization which is producing a 
tremendous quantity of materials for our Church. 
It is to be commended for much which it is doing. 
But because of the very fact that it is a large organ- 
ization this means that the persons in charge of the 
educational board have a more difficult task in keep- 
ing out of the organization individuals who are not 
fully qualified and whose views are not in complete 
accord with the standards and beliefs of the Church. 


The very best gardens need constant cultivation 
to keep the weeds out. And our Board of Christian 
Education needs constant constructive criticism to 
keep its materials and programs in accord with the 


standards of the Church. 


In that spirit, I wish to present the following for 
the consideration of our Southern Presbyterian 


Church. 


We who teach and work with the young people 
in our Church are impressed with the fact that 
there is a background emphasis in almost all of the 
young people’s materials and programs which 
stresses the following things—the ecumenical 
movement, the universal Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man and non-segregation. 


Dr. John A. McLean, while pleading for sup- 
port of the Japan Christian University, told the 
Assembly that one of the reasons we should join in 
supporting this university was that: 


...@ great many people of our Church are 
interested in the Japanese Christian Univer- 
sity. It has been due to the fact that the cause 
has caught the interest of our young people, 
who are being taught the ecumenical idea in 
all of our Sunday School and Youth programs. 


Dr. McLean is certainly correct in the above state- 
ment for this ecumenical idea is a main emphasis in 
all of the young people’s literature and programs, 
regardless of what it might call for in the lowering 
of the standards of the Church or the compromising 
of one’s personal convictions. 
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The 13 lessons in our senior Bible studies in the 
quarter of July, August and September were 
written by Dr. DeWitt Reddick, professor of 
journalism at the University of Texas. In the 
Senior Teacher’s Guide, Dr. Reddick makes the 
following statement on Page 12, Paragraph B: 


In San Francisco not so many years ago, 
representatives of the nations of the world sat 
about a council table with the destiny of civil- 
ization resting in their hands. Caught up with 
a vision of the brotherhood of man and the 
universal fatherhood of God, they might have 
fashioned a world of peace, of love, of achieve- 
ments. But they broke faith with these high 
ideals and the world is plunged into a wilder- 
ness of bickering, misunderstanding and fear. 


Here we have a statement by the writer of young 
people’s lessons for an entire quarter saying that 
God is the Father of all mankind which would 
make every person in the world a child of God. 
This is absolutely contrary to the standards of our 
Church and the clear teachings of the Bible. Jesus 
Himself teaches in unmistakable words that not 
every one is a child of God. We find Him saying 
this one day while talking to a group of people in 


John 8:44: “Ye are of your father, the devil.’’ 


The standards of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church and the Confession of Faith say that all 
mankind is divided into two distinct families, God 
being the Father of one of these families and the 
Devil the father of the other one. 


A Christian and a non-Christian not only are not 
spiritual brothers, they are absolute contrasts—one 
is a child of God, the other a child of the devil ; one 
is walking in light, the other in total darkness; one 
is going to heaven; the other to hell. 


Before a person becomes a Christian, God is his 
creator and judge (not his Father) and he is lost, 
condemned as a sinner. But when he accepts Christ 
as his personal Saviour, the Holy Spirit performs a 
miracle in his heart, which until that time has been 
dead in trespasses and sins. He is regenerated, quick- 
ened and born again spiritually into God’s family. 
God then becomes his Father and he is a child of 
God. 


How can a person who believes in the universal 
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man 
write a number of Sunday School lessons for the 
young people and put the proper emphasis upon the 
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ? It is impossible for 
them to do so because a writer can’t see the import- 
ance or necessity of giving them something to help 
them become children of God if he believes that 
they are already children of God. 


We Southern Presbyterians take great pride in 
saying that we are an educated Church but we are 
not honestly facing the existing facts. If a test were 
given to the members of most any Church in our 
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Assembly the results would show that an over- 
whelming majority of the members would not be 
able “to give a reason for the faith that is within 
them.” 


They would not be able to take the Bible and in 
a clear, simple and confident manner tell another 
person how to become a Christian, neither would 
they be able to discuss simply and clearly the great 
basic fundamental doctrines of our Church and the 
Christian faith. 


As one speaker at Montreat put it last summer, 
we have raised a generation of “religious ignor- 
amuses.’’ And vet we wonder why the members of 
the Church do not come to Sunday School, church 
and prayer meetings, why they do not tithe and 
support the important and worthy programs of our 
Church, why thev do not live a more consecrated 
Christian life. 

e 


The answer is clear, they have no convictions 
about a Christian faith that they know little or 
nothing about. 


The answer to all of our young people’s prob- 
lems, as well as the older members, is also very 
clear. And that is that we start to teaching the 
young people the Word of God in all its fulness, 
power and truth. First of all, to convict them of 
their sinful, lost condition and their need of a Sav- 
iour. ‘Then, that Christ is their Saviour and is 
worthy of all their confidence, hope and trust. Then, 
after they have accepted Him as their personal Sav- 
iour, show them the joy and thrill of committing 
all that they are and have to Him, really making 
Him the Lord and Master of their lives. 


If they are brought into a real, vital, personal re- 
lationship with Christ as Saviour first of all, then 
as Lord and Master, all their problems for this life 
and eternity are solved. They will be interested in 
every part of the building of the Kingdom of God. 


They will be with the right crowd, doing the 
right things and in the right places. They will be 
interested in and concerned about both the physical 
and spiritual welfare of all mankind, regardless of 
the color of their skin or their position in life. They 
will be the light of the world and the salt of the 
earth, because they are “a new creation in Christ 
Jesus.” 


Will the saving gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
living Word of God really work in and change a 
person’s life? I am positive that it will because it 
has done so in my own life, and I have seen its 
effects and results in the lives of countless young 
persons. We can spend all of our time on methods, 
programs and organizations but there is only one 
thing that is guaranteed to work and bring forth 
fruitful results that will be pleasing unto God. God 
has said: ““My word shall not return unto me void.” 


Should we not give that first emphasis in all of 
our materials and programs? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 10 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Beginning of the Kingdom 


_ Scripture: I Samuel 9-13. Devotional 
Reading: Psalm 106:1-5. 


Up to this time Israel had been a Theocracy. Moses, as great a leader and statesman as he was, never 
dreamed of being a king; he was but the servant of the Lord. Joshua, the great soldier, was under orders 
from the Captain of the hosts of Israel. He was but an under-officer; the Lord was Captain and King. None 
of the Judges were kings. Gideon, as we saw when we studied about him, put aside the request that he be 
king, and said: The Lord is King. Samuel was a “king-maker,” but never wanted the office for himself. ‘The 


people of the surrounding nations all had “kings,” 
and the Israelites came to Samuel, as we saw in our 
last lesson, and made request for a king, “like the 
nations around us.” As children, we like to copy 
others, and when we become men, the urge to imi- 
tate is strong. For instance, nearly every new house 
which is being built in our locality has a “picture- 
window”; we want our houses to be like those of 
our neighbors. Since Samuel’s sons were unfit to 
take his place, the people had an additional reason 
for desiring a king to rule over them. 


God yielded to their request: ‘““Now therefore 
hearken unto their voice: howbeit protest solemnly 
unto them and shew them the manner of the king 
that shall reign over you.”’ They were to go into 
this with their eyes open. Samuel told them plainly 
that this king would take their sons and daughters 
to be his servants, and that he would tax them 
heavily and that they would cry out to the Lord in 
their distress and He would not hear them. They 
insisted, however, that they wanted a king. 


A good king could be a blessing, but an evil one 
would be a curse. In our Devotional Reading we 
have a prayer for a good ruler: “That I may see 
the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the 
gladness of thy nation, and that I may glory in thine 
inheritance.” Few of the kings were of this type. 


We have two lessons on Saul, the first king of 
Israel. 


I. The Secret Anointing Of Saul: 
9-1 - 10:16 


Saul was the son of Kish, a Benjamite, and a man 
of valor. He was a “choice young man and a 
goodly: and there was not among the Children of 
Israel a goodlier perscn than he: from his shoulders 
and upward he was higher than all the people.” 
Physically, he was “every inch a king.” He also 
had some other good qualities which will be seen as 
we study his character. 


“And Kish said to Saul his son, Take now one of 
the servants with thee, and arise, go seek the asses”’ 
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(which were lost). It was while he was on this 
trip, when he sought the help of Samuel (the seer) 
that the prophet told the young man that the Lord 
had selected him to be the new king. Samuel re- 
lieved his mind about the lost asses, telling him 
that they had been found, and then greets him 
thus. “And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is 
it not on thee, and on all thy father’s house?” Saul 
immediately raises the objection that the tribe of 
Benjamin is the smallest of all the tribes, and that 
his family is the least in that tribe: Wherefore then 
speakest thou so to me?’ Samuel makes a dinner 
for him to which were bidden about thirty persons, 
and gave to £. | the best of the meat which had 
been reserved fur him. This in itself set Saul apart 
from the others. 


Early the next morning the two men, Samuel 
and Saul, went out together, and “Samuel took a 
vial of oil and poured it upon his head, and kissed 
him, and said, Is it not because the Lord hath 
anointed thee to be captain over his inheritance?” 
Then he proceeded to tell him of some remarkable 
things which would happen to him, “‘signs’’ that he 
had been called of God. The most outstanding sign 
is the promise that the Spirit of God should come 
upon him and that he would be “another” man. 
(See Verses 6 and 9). In other words, God is going 
to give him special fitness for his office and position. 


Saul’s uncle inquired as to what Samuel had said 
to him, but Saul told him only part and spoke not 
concerning his being anointed. In all this we find 
Saul showing a commendable spirit of humility and 
wisdom. 


II. The Public Selection Of Saul: 
10:17-27 


Saul now calls all the people together to Mispeh 
and commands them to present themselves before 
the Lord. Then a selection by lot is taken, as was 
customary, and the tribe of Benjamin was set aside, 
andthe family of Matri, and the son of Kish, Saul. 
When they sought him he was found hidden among 
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the stuff. He is presented to them as their king and 
for the first time in their history the cry arose: 
“God save the king!” Then Samuel told the people 
the manner of the kingdom, wrote it in a book, and 
laid it up before the Lord. 


The reaction to the selection of Saul on the part 
of the nation was not at all enthusiastic. A small 
band of men whose hearts God had touched, went 
home with him, but the children of Belial said, 
How shall this man save us? There seems to have 
been indifference and even this evidence of oppo- 
sition. And they brought no presents (these men of 
Belial). But Saul held his peace. So far Saul has 
behaved wisely; he has been modest, quiet, un- 
assuming. 


III. Saul Rescues Jabesh-Gilead: 
Chapter 11 


In this chapter we see the new king winning his 
first laurels as a leader and warrior. 


Nahash the Ammonite came up against Jabash- 
Gilead and they said to him, Make a covenant with 
us and we will serve thee. The terms of the cove- 
nant were so harsh and unreasonable, requiring the 
thrusting out of their right eyes, that the elders of 
Jabesh asked for time to seek help from their bre- 
thren. When the messengers told all the people 
there was great lamentation. Saul enquired the rea- 
son and when he heard it his anger was kindled and 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. He sent a 
demand into all Israel for the people to rally to the 
aid of Jabesh. Three hundred and thirty thousand 
came in response to his call. The battle was fought 
and a great victory won. 


Some of the people wanted to take vengeance on 
the men who had “snubbed” the king when he had 
been chosen, but Saul showed a fine generous spirit 
and said: ““There shall not a man be put to death 
this day: for the Lord hath wrought salvation in 
Israel. In this whole incident, especially in these 
wise and reverent words, Saul proved himself a 
king worthy of the office he held. If he had but 
kept on as he began what a different story we would 
have to tell. It is hard to understand why he de- 
parted from the path as he did. 


Il’. A Solmen Address And Warning: 
Chapter 12 


Although Samuel lived for years after this, we 
have what might be called his “Farewell Address”’ 
in this chapter. He sees Saul accepted as king by the 
nation and knows that he, the “king-maker,” must 
take a secondary place. It was a difficult thing for 
Samuel to do since he had been the leading man in 
nation for some time. 


In this address Samuel vindicated his conduct 
while their judge and calls upon the people to bear 
witness to his integrity and honesty. He then re- 
views some of their history and promises them that 
if they will obey God then both the nation and the 
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king will prosper, but warns them solemnly that if 
they disobey, then the Lord will turn against them. 
It would be well to refresh our memories in regard 
to very similar promises and warnings uttered by 
Moses when he said farewell to his people. Nations 
forget the advice and counsel of their great leaders. 
We, in this country, are paying for our forget- 
fulness. 


As a sign that their conduct in asking for a king 
had been wicked he called upon the Lord and 
thunder and rain came (an unusual thing for the 
season of the year). The people are struck with 
fear and confess that they have sinned. Samuel re- 
assures them and exhorts them to fear God and 
serve Him and urges them again not to depart from 


God. 


l’. Trouble With The Philistines: 
13:1-8 


Saul now begins to form a regular army. He 
chose three thousand men, two thousand to be with 
him in Mickmash, and one thousand with Jonathan 


his son in Gibeah. 


Jonathan begins to prove himself a fine soldier 
and a fine leader of men. He smote a garrison of 
the Philistines in Geba and the Philistines heard of 
it and war began in earnest. “And the people were 
called together after Saul to Gilgal.” 


A tremendous army of Philistines, with thirty 
thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen and 
the people like the sand of the seashore. The men of 
Israel saw that they were in a strait: “As for Saul. 
he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed 
him trembling.” This sentence is suggestive. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 10 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Around The Clock 


“Walk in wisdom ... 


redeeming the time.”” Around the clock, we should be busy for Christ, buying up 


time for eternity. “Only one life, ’twill soon be past ; only what is done for Christwwill last.”” It isn’t too 
important what your vocation in life turns out to be, for “what” is not nearly so important as “why.” If we 
do‘what we do for the glory of God, even the humblest vocation becomes a noble thing\n the eyes of the 


Lord, and we can rejoice inasmuch as we know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord, 


the brevity of time and the endlessness of eternity, 
and then remember that what is done in time will 
count for eternity, it becomes apparent that the use 
of our time is of grave importance. Man’s days are 
as grass, which in the morning is green and flourish- 
ing, and which in the evening is cut down and 
withered. 


Our allotted span is very brief, even if privileged 
to reach a ripe old age, so we should use our time 
wisely, redeeming it for eternity. Someone has said: 
‘Time wasted is existence; used is life.”” How true, 
for the time used for God is indeed life, for it takes 
on eternal value. Around the clock, we must be 
using our time for Him. 


Bishop Fenelson says: ‘“The best general means 
to secure the profitable employment of our time, is 
to accustom ourselves to living in continual depen- 
dence upon the Spirit of God and His law, re- 
ceiving, every instant, whatever He is pleased to 
bestow; consulting Him in every emergency re- 
quiring instant action, and having recourse to Him 
in our weaker moments when virtue seems to fail.” 


There is a little gospel chorus, one line of which 
runs like this: “Every day with Jesus is sweeter 
than the day before’; and it carries a challenge to 
my heart. “Every day with Jesus.” Every day? 
Monday as well as Sunday? On the baseball dia- 
mond, and at the o’le swimmin’ hole, just as in 
Sunday School and Church? As an office worker, or 
business man, doctor or lawyer, just as much as the 
minister? Yes. God hasn’t drawn any lines between 
“clergy” and “laity,’”’ between secular and sacred 
work. All who are saved by grace through faith are 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, and every- 
thing we do should be done to the glory of God. 

It is a false and unscriptural idea that some 
Christians are called to full-time service for the 
Lord, and some are only to serve on Sundays. A lot 
of preachers are part-time servants, and, thank God, 
a great many laymen are full-time workers for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Every Christian is called to 
serve God around the clock! Our time, talents, 
energies, all belong to Him, and are to be used for 
His glory. 


It is foolish to think that we put on Christian 
responsibility along with our Sunday clothes, and 
then store it away when we change to working 


14 


hen we consider 


attire on Monday morning. Christian stewardship 
is our responsibility because of what we are and 
whose we are, not because of what we may be 
doing. Our obligation to serve the Lord is not regu- 
lated by our vocation, but is incumbent upon us by 
reason of our having been redeemed by the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ. 


Recently a well-known business man was invited 
to speak at a business convention, at which several 
hundred men were assembled. He was the number 
one speaker for the day, and was considered the out- 
standing man in his field. At the close of his ad- 
dress, which had brought round after round of ap- 
plause, he said something like this: ““Gentlemen; I 
have one thing more to say before | sit down, and 


this is it. | am a Christian. I have been saved by ’ 


the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ. All 
that I have, and every measure of success I have 
enjoyed, | owe to Him. Jesus Christ is first in my 
business, as well as in my home and in my church, 
for without Him I could do nothing. Gentlemen, if 
you leave Him out of your affairs, however suc- 
cessful you may seem to be in business, you will 
fail in life, for the biggest business in life is to serve 
God. May I suggest to you that you give Him His 
proper place in your life and work.” 


‘This man had learned that true service for 
Christ is around the clock. 


He could sing in faith: 


“Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
‘Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.” 
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RICHARD R. POTTER 


The Rev. Richard R. Potter, D.D., has been 
named director of the Presbyterian Negro Work 
Campaign, it has been announced by R. A. Farns- 
worth, chairman of the campaign committee. 


Campaign headquarters are being set up at 36 
Hunter Street, $.W., Atlanta, Ga., im space pro- 
vided through the courtesy of the Central Presby- 
terian Church. 


Dr. Potter is expected to remain at this post until 
next summer when it is anticipated the campaign 
will be concluded. The goal approved by the Gen- 
eral Assembly for the campaign is $2,000,000 for 
strengthening Stillman College and for the erection 
of new Negro churches. 


Foreign Language Gospels 
Produced By Society 


The American Bible Society has just brought out 
the Gospel of Luke in Korean and the Book of the 
Acts in Greek in magazine form, profusely illus- 
trated. These books are the latest in the program 
begun two years ago which now provides volumes 
of this sort, not only in English, but in Japanese, 
Portuguese and Spanish. 
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Mecklenburg Receives 


Sardis A.R.P. Church 


MECKLENBURG PresByTERY’S 197th stated ses- 
sion, almost unprecedented one—at least in the 
memory of its ministers longest in service—was held 
in the Cameronian Church of Rockingham. The 
Rev. H. E. Mallinson was the host pastor. Three 
ministers were received, steps taken to ordain six 
candidates, six additional candidates were received, 
and Sardis, an Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church since 1790 or earlier, was received. 


Dr. C. E. S. Kraemer was succeeded as moder- 
ator by the Rev. H. S. Robinson, pastor of the Mal- 
lard Creek Church. The Rev. C. H. McLean was 
received from Enoree Presbytery and steps were 
taken to install him pastor of the Lee Park and 
Turner Churches. Associate Reformed Presbyteries 
transferred to us Dr. W. M. Boyce, pastor of the 
Sardis Chuch, and the Rev. Russell M. Keer, who 
becomes pastor of the Philadelphia Presbyterian 
Church. 


Of the six candidates examined with a view to 
ordination James B. Reaves was ordained by the 
Presbytery as an evangelist in order that he may 
enter the chaplaincy of the army. Commissions were 
appointed to ordain and install R. G. Balnicky pas- 
tor of the Norwood Church; George A. Fletcher, 
pastor of the Ellerbe, Mount Carmel and Norman 
Churches; J. E. Wayland, Jr., pastor of the Bethel 
and Cornelius Churches; and R. G. Laurens, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Wadesboro. 


The six candidates received were: Milos Strupl, 
by transfer from New York Presbytery; Arthur 
Charles Bridges, Tenth Avenue Church; Joe. C. 
Frye, Jr., Selwyn Avenue Church; Joe Stewart 
McClure, Cook’s Memorial Church; William 
Francis Scholl, Jr., Myers Park Church; Leroy P. 
Gwaltney, IiI, Thomasboro Church. Miss Sue 
Ruddock was presented as one soon to enter the 
Assembly’s Training School. 
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